
Annual (awesome) Lecture Series 

Both talks will be at the Alberton Senior Center beginning at 7 PM. 

“Wolf Predation Ecology and Its Effect on Ungulate Populations in Northern 
Yellowstone”

April 25 - Matt Metz

Matt Metz is a Research Associate with the Yellowstone Wolf Project, as well as a PhD student in the Wildlife Biology 
Program at the University of Montana. Matt has participated in wolf research in Yellowstone National Park since 2002. 
He has primarily focused on evaluating seasonal predation dynamics for wolves in Yellowstone. For his dissertation re-

dynamics. 

“Wildlife and Fire: What Smokey Bear Didn’t Tell You”
May 23 – Carly Lewis

Carly Lewis is a National Forest Service wildlife biologist for the East Zone of the Lolo National Forest (Ninemile, Mis-
soula, and Seeley Lake Ranger Districts), where she has worked for the better part of the past decade. Her current position 
involves monitoring and evaluating the effects of various land management projects (including timber sales, prescribed 

wildlife biology from the University of Montana, where she focused on lynx and snowshoe hare dynamics in forests 

and wolverines, in addition to working to improve habitat for big game species such as bighorn sheep and elk.  

Other NWW Events Bird Watching
We will have our annual bird walk this year on May 20th, beginning at 8 AM. Bring your binoculars and bird book if you 

around a bit before carpooling to other areas. Be prepared to have fun!Adopt-A-Highway
once again lead our group in cleaning up our adopted two mile section of Highway 
10. Dress appropriately, bring some gloves and get your steps in for the day while 
visiting with your neighbors and providing a community service. Every year brings 

place at 9 AM. They live about one mile west of the Nine Mile House at 29221 Old 
Highway 10 (frontage road).

If you have any questions you can call Pat Sweeney at 626-1610 and visit our web-
site or go to Facebook to get information on these and other events.
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the Bahamas through the pet trade. It spread to Florida in the 
1980s and is now common to abundant across much of North 

found throughout the state. A few years ago, I may have seen 
a couple of these recent immigrants in my yard along with 
the native mourning doves, but last fall I noted at least twelve 

-
creases in their local populations.

The collared dove is non-migratory, but has strong dispersal 
tendencies. It is considered one of the most successful coloniz-
ers in the bird world. A little over a century ago it was limited 
to southern Asia. With human assistance, it since has spread 
across much of Europe and Asia. After its appearance in Florida 
four decades ago, it has spread to nearly every state in the USA, 
as well as to much of Canada and Central America. This rate of expansion can only be described as incredible! Population 

in areas of more recent introduction.

The Eurasian collared dove is one of three pigeons or doves that 
are common in our area, other than rock pigeon (aka rock dove 
and also non-native) and the native mourning dove. Among the 
three, the Eurasian collared dove is the middle weight, smaller 

glance you could mistake it for a mourning dove, except col-
lared doves are a bit larger, have a square tail instead of a point-
ed one, and a black collar on the back of their neck. If you look 
at the picture you can note these differences with the mourn-
ing dove on top and the Eurasian collared dove closer to the 
camera. Their calls and songs also differentiate them from other 
doves. One distinctive sound they make has been described as 
a harsh, mewing, nasal call or “weeeww.” A friend calls them 
zombie doves because of this strange vocalization. If interested, 
a google search will give you recordings to listen to, much bet-
ter than any written description. 

Eurasian collared doves are extremely successful colonizers and breeders, and some believe that they may compete with 
native mourning doves, as they have similar habitat needs and diets. Both can be seen on the ground foraging under our 
feeders. They do carry some diseases and parasites that can spread to native birds via co-mingling at feeders or to avian 
predators that consume them. These diseases could potentially threaten native biodiversity and domestic fowl. According 
to Audubon Guide to North American Birds, “Possible interactions with native species not yet well understood, but no 
obvious negative impacts have been noted so far.” In Montana, they are listed as an exotic species which means they are 
not protected and can be hunted year round. 

So next time you see a dove, give it a closer look - it may be that new bird in the neighborhood.

HEEEWWWWW? THE EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE

Red fox. Pat Sweeney.

by Pat Sweeney

Bighorn sheep. Pat Sweeney. Turkey-fest! Pat Sweeney.s

       Mourning dove on the top left, Eurasion collared dove on        
      bottom right. Pat Sweeney.

its neck. Pat Sweeney.



These large members of the weasel family are tough as nails, wandering the wintry 
wildlands. They are incredible – they can drive grizzly bears and wolves away from 
carcasses and have been documented climbing 5,000 vertical feet in the middle of 

each day. There have been several monitoring efforts in recent years to determine 
their presence across small portions of the Rockies, including several years of in-
tensive monitoring in the Seeley-Swan region (search for Southwest Crown Col-
laborative or Swan Valley Connections websites for more info). 

This year, there is a combined, multi-state effort across wolverine habitat in Mon-
tana, Idaho, Wyoming, and eastern (the mountainous parts) Washington to learn 
more about wolverine distribution. The effort is run by the Fish and Game depart-

Montana there are 51 stations, plus several more set up by volunteer groups, all 
within computer-modeled presumed wolverine habitat. Several of these are in the 
region around Missoula, in the Bitterroots, Sapphires, on the border west of I-90, 
and on Reservation Divide. 

Monitoring sites are baited with a chunk of wild game meat and combined with a 
(horribly) aromatic scent lure placed on nearby trees, making the sites irresistible 
to carnivores. Each site also includes a motion-triggered camera mounted nearby 
and hair-snagging brushes near the bait that can provide invaluable genetic samples 
from the animals that climb the tree to the bait. These stations are checked every 
few weeks to collect the hair and check on the camera, from December to end of 
March. The genetic samples will be sent to a genetics lab to determine what species 

-
verines were found across the project area. This will give a snapshot of the pres-

much about how well the wolverine population is or has been doing over time. We 
hope this effort can somehow be continued beyond one year so it can have more 
strength in any conclusions the study can make. We look forward to learning more 
about wolverines from this and other essential monitoring and research efforts!

Some wolverine background info: Wolverines face a lot of pressures. By the nature 
of their preferred habitat in the Rockies - the snow-covered steep mountains and drainages in between - they do not have 
an easy life, especially in the winter. They live off scavenged carcasses of avalanche-killed mountain goats or otherwise 

-

fragment valley bottoms. Climate change is creating major changes in their wintry denning habitat, with reduced snow-
pack, earlier snowmelt, and more rain than snow, with likely negative implications on their denning survivability. 
 

United States as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. The initial proposal had cited climate change as 
a factor in the proposed listing. Then the agency reversed this direction and claimed wolverines did not warrant protec-
tion. Organizations sued, and in 2016, a federal district court judge in Montana sided with the environmental groups and 
invalidated the withdrawal of the proposed listing. That sent the Fish and Wildlife Service back to the drawing board to 
reconsider the impact of climate change, and a decision on listing the wolverine is now pending. 

WOLVERINES IN THE WEST by Kylie Paul

Mountain cottontail. Pat Sweeney.

Wolverine in the Bitterroot National 
Forest, documented in 2015 by a citizen 
scientist-based monitoring project.

Wolverine in the Bitterroot National 
Forest, documented in 2016 by a citizen 
scientist-based monitoring project.



Update from Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks
Jamie Jonkel, Wildlife Management Specialist It has been nice and quiet in the Ninemile!! Folks did good things in regard to bears this last summer and lions this winter. 
But we have had some lion activity in Upper Sixmile Creek recently - re-
lated to uncontained hay luring elk and deer into close proximity to home 
sites. There is a rumor that a dog was killed by a lion but it is our understand-
ing that the dog is safe and sound. Please make sure that all hay storage sites 
near homes are boarded up nice and tight, with no access for deer or elk. 

in droves. And when you get a concentration of game trails and big game 
activity around residential areas the lions and other predators will  follow. 

Thanks everyone, and keep up the great work, NWW!
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